Bible Studies — A Topical Study Guide of God’s Word
Lesson 1 — Themes 1-4

1. Worldly Philosophy
What are some of the world’s philosophies? Which are most popular?
What does God say about worldly philosophy & false teachings?
What do we read about false teachings/teachers?

2. Creation vs. Evolution
Where is it said about worshiping the creation instead of the creator?
How many of you have learned or been exposed to (in school or school books) evolution?
What are some good resources for further study on how you can know what you believe? hint©

Further reference:
Apologetics Press, various works.
The Mysterious Origins of Man, hosted by Charlton Heston.
Alpha Nova, a public television program on about 2x per week.

3. Basic Bible Facts
If you do not establish these at the beginning of a study with a non-Christian, you are quite likely to come
here sooner or later!
Who is the author of the book?
To whom was it primarily written?

The reason these are critical is that many people will try to dissuade you from speaking about baptism by
referring to many scriptures subsequent to the gospels and the Acts of the Apostles. If someone wants to
learn more about becoming a Christian, go directly to the examples of conversion!

Examine a few examples of how this is fundamental to our understanding the overall message. Suggested
books are Acts & Galatians.

*4, Divine Foreknowledge & Fulfilled Prophecy
1. See also the handout of Fulfilled Prophecies.
What is meant by Divine Foreknowledge? Can you give at least 3 examples of it?
What is meant by Fulfilled Prophecies? Can you give at least 3 examples of it?
What is the purpose of prophecy? Can we liken it to miracles with regard to purpose?
Which gospel concludes with this purpose? Please read aloud.
Can a prophet’s message be tested? Deut 18:21-22. Can we test the Bible in the same manner?
*** If the Bible is accurate in all its scientific and historical statements and in its prophecies, would it
be reasonable to believe in the voracity of the word of God?

Nk wb

Further reference:
John Hurt, Bible Correspondence Course, esp. Lessons 1& 2.
Apologetics Press, various works.

For next Lord’s Day, please study & research the following:
*5. Inspiration of the Bible
*6. Authority of the Bible
7. The Old Testament (for Jews - Under Law)
8. The New Testament (for Christians - Under Grace)
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*5. Inspiration of the Bible
Mt 10:19-20, Lk 1:68-70, ICo 14:37, Gal 1:8-9, Gal 1:11-12, ITh 2:13, II'Ti 3:16, ITPe 1:21.

What is the definition of inspiration? What is the significance or purpose to us?

Who or what inspired the Bible?

Compare w/Jn 1:1,14. Isn’tit Jesus? Explain.

How do we know that the Bible has been divinely inspired, other that from the Bible claims themselves?
What of modern miracles? (more about these later, #24) Mormons claim to be angels incarnate. They
also claim to have a new revelation. What does Paul write about this?

*6. Authority of the Bible
1. Not to add to nor take from it - Dt 4:2, 12:32, Pr 30:5-6, Ecc 3:14.
2. The final revelation - Jn 16:13, Gal 1:8-9, ITPe 1:3.
3. Compare Jn 1:1-2, 14 with IIn 1:1-4.
See also "Other Religions” & “False Teachers,” Num 24:12-13, Dt 4:2, 18:20, Pr 14:12, Lk 16:15,
IITi 3:16, Rev 22:18-19.

There are serious warnings and consequences for false teachers. Compare, again, with the “scriptures” of
Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Muslims, etc. Do they believe the Bible to be inspired? Why not believe
it then!?

What is the origin of the gospel? cf Gal 1:11-12

Compare Jn 1:1,14 with 2Pe 1:21

* These 3 are absolutely critical in establishing a proper foundation for study! Discuss.

7. The Old Testament (for Jews - Under Law)
1. For our learning - Ro 15:4, Col 2:17, Heb 10:1.
2. Made known at Sinai - Neh 9:13-14.
3. Sabbath to Jews - Dt 5:2-3, 15.
4. Changed — Jer 31:31-34, Mt 26:28, Eph 2:13-15, Col 2:14, Heb 7:12; 8:7-8, 13; 10:9.
5. Ended at the death of Christ — Isa 2:3, Gal 3:19; 77?16, 24-25; 5:4, 18, Heb 9:15-17.
6. Warnings against Judaizing — Gal ?7?7?, Col 2:14,16.

Are we still under the Old Law today? Defend. What was its purpose?

What of those who would cling to the Old Law? e.g. Churches of God still bind the Sabbath ? Holy
Weeks.

Are we under any law or covenant? Defend.

8. The New Testament (for Christians - Under Grace)
1. Christian era only after the death, burial & resurrection - Jn 16:13-14, Jn 14:26, IITi 2:15, He 8:6-13,
10:12.
2. People will inquire about the thief on the cross — how will you respond?
3. Do you see the importance of establishing point (theme) 7 before moving on to this point? Discuss..
See also “The Old Testament,” Grace,” “Holy Spirit,” “Conversions,” “The 11 Fulfilled Prophecies.”

So...under what law or covenant did Christ live?

If you believe that faith alone does not save, how will you respond to inquiries as to the thief on the cross?
What is meant by “rightly dividing” the word?

As a matter of review, and relative to what we know about rightly dividing the word, discuss the
significance of establishing those basic facts about whichever book of the Bible you may be studying.

For next Lord’s Day, please study & research the following:
9. Sin & Man’s Lost State
10. Obedience (Despite Adversity)
11. Judgment
12. Eternal Punishment Awaits the Wicked
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9. Sin & Man’s Lost State
1. What is sin? - Jas 4:17, IIn 3:4. See also Dt Chapters 21-23.
2. “All have sinned” - Ro 3:23, Gal 3:22.
3. Sin is not inherited - Eze 18:20, Mt 18:3, Mk 10:13-15, Ro 14:12.

Does this mean you & me? What are the wages (consequences) of that sin?
Do I not have original sin, a.k.a. the sin of Adam? What tells us this?

10. Obedience (Despite Adversity)
1. The opposite of sin - See also "Works.” REF!!
2. Not everyone who cries “Lord, Lord” - Mt 7:21-23.
3. Parable of the 2 Sons - Mt 21:28-32.
4. Those who love Jesus will be - Jn 14:15, 23ff, Rev 22:14.
5. Acceptance for the obedient without favoritism - Ac 10:34-35.
See also Gen 4:6-7, Ro 6:16, IITh 1:7-9, Heb 5:8-9, Jas 2:24, IPe 1:22-23, IJn 2:4; 5:3.

Why is the phrase “despite adversity” important?

What do some religions believe about those who are independent & wealthy. What does the Bible say?

In Mt. 21:28-32, what the prodigal a son in the beginning? Does this not indicate someone who is saved or
a Child of God? Defend.

11. Judgment
1. God is just and impartial, Ac 10:34-35, Ro 2:19-11, IITh 1:10, IPe 1:17, Rev 19:2.
2. Everyone will be judged - Ro 14:10b-12.
See also "Eternal Punishment” Mt 25:31-46, Lk 11:31-32, Ac 17:30-31,IICo 5:10-11, Col 3:25, Heb 9:27,
IIPe 2:9.

“Everyone has an eternity. It’s up to you to decide where it will be spent.” Discuss.

12. Eternal Punishment Awaits the Wicked
1. Punishment worse than death: Dan. 12:2, Mt 18:6 & 26:24, Ac 24:14-15, Heb 10:28-29.
2. Wicked at future judgment: Mt 10:15, Lk 11:31-32.
See also Mt 10:28, 13:40-42, 25:41-46, Mk 9:43-48, Lk 16:19-31, Rev 14:9-11, 21:8.

Some Jews today claim that heaven and hell are purely “Christian” concepts or contrivances. Can you
defend your view?

What would you say is a good follow-up objective with a non-Christian at this point? Have you laid the
foundation for further study of salvation, not skipping integral parts of your study?

For next Lord’s Day, please study & research the following:
13. Heaven, Hell & Paradise
14. Sincerity & Zeal Not Enough
15. Works
16. Grace
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13. Heaven, Hell & Paradise
1. What different words are used for these in the New Testament?
2. What are the definitions of each? Where are they found?
3. Can you find a diagram of these terms to share with the class?

14. Sincerity & Zeal Not Enough
1. Paul was - Ac 7:58-60 & 8:1, 23:1, 26:9-11; ITi 1:12-16.
2. Cornelius was - Ac 10:1-2, 11:13-14.
3. Obedience necessary - Mt 21:28-32, 25:14-30.
See also “Obedience (Despite Adversity)” Pr 14:12, Isa 55:8-9, Lk 16:15.

15. Works
1. Kinds of Works:
1. Works of the flesh - Gal 5:19-21.
2. Our own works - Ac 7:41, IITi 1:9.
3. Works of the law of Moses - Gal 2:16.
4. Works of obedience - Lk 6:46, Jn 6:29, Ac 10:34-35.
See also "Obedience,”, Mt 7:21, Jn 12:42, Ac 10:34-35, Gal 5:6, Heb 5:9,
Jas 2:14-17, 19, 24, 26;777.

16. Grace
1. Justified by grace - Ro 3:23-24.
2. Save by grace through faith - Eph 2:8-9.
3. But not by grace only - Mt 7:13-14, Tit 2:11. See also "Obedience.”

For next Lord’s Day, please study & research the following:
17. Faith
18. The 11 Fulfilled Prophecies
19. Baptism
20. Conversion (Examples of)
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17. Faith
1. The righteous will live by it - Gal 3:10.
2. Justified by faith in Jesus Christ - Gal 2:15-21.
3. Not by faith alone - Jn 12:42, Jas 2:24 & 26.
See also “Faith,” "Works” & “Obedience.”

Is faith alone sufficient, according to these verses? Why not?
Can you summarize what is necessary unto salvation? Do you have verses to support your answer?

18. The 11 Fulfilled Prophecies
Compare Lk 24:44-49 with Ac 2:1-41.

Do this on paper or on the board, mapping those items that concur.

19. Baptism
1. Purpose: Mk 16:15-16, Lk 7:30, Jn 3:5, Ac 2:38, 10:48, 22:16, IPe 3:20-21. Compare IICo 5:17 with
Ga 3:27.
2. Action: Mk 1:9-10, Jn 3:23, Ac 8:36-38, Ro 6:3-5.
3. Candidates:
1. Those taught - Mt 28:19, (See also Isa 28:9).
2. Believers - Mk 16:15-16, Ac 8:36-37.
3. Must repent - Ac 2:38.
4. Must confess faith - Mt 10:32-33, Ac 8:36-38.
4. Infants Need Not: Eze 18:20, Mt 18:3, Mk 10:13-15, Ro 14:12. See also "Holy Spirit.”
5. Jesus set the example “to fulfill all righteousness™: Mt 3:15.

20. Conversion (Examples of)
1. Pentecost - Ac 2:22, 36-47.
. Samaria - Ac 8:4-13.
. Ethiopian eunuch - Ac 8:26-39.
. Paul (Saul) - Ac 9:1-20, 22:6-16.
. Cornelius - Ac 10:1-48, 11:1-18.
. Lydia - Ac 16:13-15.
. Philippian jailer - Ac 16:23-34.
. Corinthians - Ac 18:8.
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For next Lord’s Day, please study & research the following:
21. Being Saved
22. Few Saved
23. The Deity of Christ
24. Miracles
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21. Being Saved
1. Hear: Mt 7:24-27, Ro 10:17.
2. Believe: Mk 16:15-16, Heb 11:6, (Not faith only - Jn 12:42, Jas 2:24).
3. Repent: Lk 13:3, Ac 2:38, 17:30.
4. Confess: Mt 10:32-33, Ac 8:36-37, Ro 10:9.
5. Be baptized: Ac 2:38. See also “Baptism.”
6. Remain Faithful: Ro 8:1-17, Rev 2:10. See also “Obedience” & “Conversion.”

Is there any part of this that is not a matter of obedience which comes from faith?
What is obedience? What is faith?

22. Few Saved
1. Few chosen - Mt 7:13-14, 22:14, 25:10, Lk 6:46, Lk 13:24, IPe 3:20.
2. Not everyone - Mt 7:21-23.
3. Parable of the Sower - Mt 13:1-23.

Why will there be few saved? I thought Jesus came to seek and to save the lost! Explain.

23. The Deity of Christ

. Emmanuel = God with us —Is 7:14, 8:8; Mt 1:23.

. Gen. 1: - “Let us make man....” Ge 1:26.

. Elohim in Hebrew is plural - Ge 21:22?

. Godhead - referred to 3 times in the NT. Ac 14:29, Ro 1:20, Co 2:9.
. Jesus’ proclamation - “Before Abraham was, I am.” REF!!

. The Alpha & The Omega. Re 22:13.

. The root and the offspring of Jesse. Re 22:13.

. Thomas’ confession of Jesus as Lord and God. Mt 4:10.7??

. Jesus is the incarnation of the eternal logos (Word) - Jn 1:1 & 14.
. Angels refuse worship - Jd 13:15-16, Re 22:9.
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*Can you find these references?

*Note: in the ASV, Ro 1:20 uses the word "divinity."

How can s.o. be both the beginning and the end; both the root and offspring?
Did angels accept worship?

24. Miracles
What was the purpose of miracles?
Who was able to perform them?
Can you list some?
What was the time frame i.e. were they to continue forever? Explain.
Have miracles ceased? Explain.
How can we be certain?
What, then, of those who would claim to perform miracles today?

For next Lord’s Day, please study & research the following:
25. The Holy Spirit
26. The Church
27. The Kingdom
28. Fruits of the Spiritual Life
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25. The Holy Spirit

. Member of Godhead - Mt 28:19, IJn 5:7-8,

.“He” - Jn 14:16-17, 16:13; Ac 8:29.

. Gave us God’s word - ITPe 1:21.

. “Sword of Spirit” is “Word” - Eph 6:17.

. Holy Spirit Baptism - occurred twice:

. On Pentecost - to give power to the apostles - Ac 1:8; 2:1-4.

. At Cornelius’ house - to show that Gentiles are accepted - Ac 11:15-18; 15:7-8.
. Paul later wrote that there is now only “One Baptism” - Eph 4:4.

. Baptism in the name of Christ is water baptism - Ac 2:38, 10:47-48.
. It is commanded of everyone - Mt 28:19, Mk 16:16.

. Promised - Lk 24:49.

O 0 AN~ U W~

Does the Holy Spirit dwell us in presence or in person?
Does He dwell in us personally (directly) or representatively (indirectly)?
What does the term metonymy mean? How does it apply to Ac. 2:38?

26. The Church
1. The Church is the “Body of Christ.” Eph 1:22-23, Col 1:18, 247??.
2. There is one body - ICo 12:12-13, Eph 4:4-6, Col 3:15.
3. “Churches of Christ” - Ro 16:16.
4. Saved “Added by the Lord” - not voted in - Jn 15:19, Ac 2:47, IlJn 1:9-10.
5. Religious division is sinful. REF!!
See also "Division,” "Name,” Mt 16:18, Eph 5:23-27, Ac 20:28.

27. The Kingdom
1. “At hand” - Mt 3:2.
2. To come in first century “with Power” - Mk 9:1.
3. But “Power” to come with Holy Ghost - Ac 1:8.
4. Happened on the day of Pentecost - Ac 2:1-4.
5. Kingdom in existence in Paul’s day - Col 1:13.
6. It is the Church - Mt 16:18-19.

So, what is the kingdom? Is it an earthly kingdom?
Do these passages support the concept of pre-millenialism? Explain.

28. Fruits of the Spiritual Life
1. Salvation - IPe 1:8-9.
2. Peace - Isa 32:17, Jn 14:27.
3. Love, joy, peace, patience, etc. - Gal 5:22.
4. Glory, honor & peace - Ro 2:9-11.
See also Phil 1:11.

List other fruits of the spiritual life, along with their references.
Could a subtitle for this theme be "Christian Character?" Explain.

For next Lord’s Day, please study & research the following:
29. The Name of the Church
30. False Teachers
31. Other Religions & Denominations
32. Division
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29. The Name of the Church
1.Isa 62:2, Mt 16:18, Ac 4:12, Ro 16:16, Col 3:17, Phil 2:9-10.

Where were followers first called Christians? Give reference, please.

30. False Teachers
1. To support is sinful - IIJn 1:10-11.
See also Dt 18:21-22, Mt 14:24, 7:15, Ac 20:28-30, Ro 10:3, IICo 11:13-15,
ITi 4:1-3, IITi 4:2-4, Gal 1:7-9, Col 2:8.

So...who are false teachers?

What does God want with regard to worship?

What did Paul write regarding gospels other than theirs?

What of modern claims for miraculous, healing powers and inspiration (power) from on high?

31. Other Religions & Denominations
Is this not division?
What are the 5 "great" religions of the word?
How many gods are there? C.f. with Hubert's lesson on the 3rd Commandment.
How many churches were established? Give reference, please.
How do you suppose so many denominations came into existence?
How can we avoid denominationalism?

32. Division
1. Sinful - Jn 17:20-21, ICo 1:10-13.
2.0nly one body - ICo 12:13, Eph 1:22-23, 4:4. See also "Church.”
3. To support false teachers is sinful - Pr 17:15, Isa 5:20, IIJn 1:10-11.

For next Lord’s Day, please study & research the following:
33. Church History

34. The Priesthood

35. The Temple & The Body

36. Apostasy vs. O.S.A.S.
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33. Church History
Give a brief summary of the history of the church.
Did the church ever die out, i.e. go into oblivion?
Give historical dates and founders of various religions & denominations.
Can you find any information regarding the head or central figure of these religions?
Compare with Christianity. What are some of the major differences between Christianity and other religions?

34. The Priesthood
Do we have a priest? If so, who?
Do we have a spiritual Father? If so, who?
Do we have a confessor? If so, who?
How do these compare to Christianity

35. The Temple & The Body
Should we take care of our bodies?
Do we have scriptural basis for this?
Why are we told not to worry about raiment or meat?

36. Apostasy vs. O.S.A.S.
1. A child of God can “Die” - Ro 8:12-13, Rev 3:1-5.
2. It can also be “Disinherited” - Num 14:11-12. See also Eze 18:24, Mt 14:40-42, ICo 9:27, Gal 5:4, 6:7-8,
10:12, ITi 4:1-3, IITi 2:17-18, Heb 3:12, 10:26-30,
Jas 5:19-20, ITPe 2:20-21, 3:17, IIn 1:7-10, Rev 2:4-5.
3. Eternal life already given like Josh 6:1-2. See also “O.D.A.D.”

What does the Bible tell us about children of God dying?

What does the Bible tell us about children of God losing their inheritance?

In the Parable of the Prodigal Son, to whom would the prodigal refer? Would this refer to a lost sinner
coming to Christ or to a Christian who had lost his way, yet returned? Explain.

For next Lord’s Day, please study & research the following:
37. 0.D.A.D.
38. Church Leadership & Organization
39. Acceptable Worship
40. Institutionalism
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37. 0.D.A.D.
1. Jesus had compassion for them - Mt 18:12, Mk 6:34, Lk 15:18, 19:10, IPe 2:25, ITPe 3:9.
2. Lost sheep - Lk 15:1-7.
3. Lost coin - Lk 15:8-10.
4. Prodigal Son - Lk 15:11-31.
See also “O.S.A.S.”

38. Church Leadership & Organization
1. Christ is the Head: Col 1:18.
2. Elders
3. Deacons: Ac 20:28, ITi 3:1-14 & 5:17, Tit 1:5-9, Heb 13:17.
3. Evangelists: Eph 4:11.
4. Women not permitted: ITi 2:12-14.
See also “The Church.”

39. Acceptable Worship
1. Must be in Spirit and in Truth - Jn 4:23-24, Ro 12:2, [Pe 2:5-6.

2. Upon the first day of the week — REF!!
3. Not the same as the Sabbath — REF!!

Notes: What was the purpose of the Ten Commandments?
Are they still binding today? Explain.

Which of the ten has changed?
Note: How fitting and, perhaps merely coincidental, that God created the heavens and the earth in 6 days and

rested on the 7th day - Saturday. Now, we are commanded, as the new children (the new Israel) to assemble
on the 1st day of the week, Sunday, which was the beginning of creation.

40. Institutionalism
What is institutionalism?
What "real-life" problems can arise out of it?

For next Lord’s Day, please study & research the following:
41. Attendance

42. Giving

43. The Lord’s Supper/Communion

44. Prayer
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41. Attendance
1. Expected - Ps 122:1, Mt 6:33, Tit 3:1, Heb 10:25-26 (& Isa 54:7).

Note: I once told a student, "I can't help you if you aren't here." Does this not apply to us as well?!

42. Giving
1. All good gifts from God - Jas 1:17.
. Commanded & to be done cheerfully - IICo 9:7.
. From first fruits - Ex 23:19.
. As the Lord God has blessed you - Mt 5:42.
. O.T. tithes no longer in effect - Gen 14:20, 28:22, Lev 27:30, Mal 3:10, Lk 18:12, IIChr 31:5.
. For benevolent works - IJn 3:17.
. On the first day of the week - ICo 16:1-2.
. Also giving spiritually: Mt 23:23.
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Does giving "spiritually" absolve you from contributing money? Explain.
What does the church have a right or an obligation for which to use the money? Give examples.
What does the individual have a right or an obligation for which to use the money? Give examples.

43. The Lord’s Supper/Communion
1. “Upon first day of the week” - Ac 20, (Compare to the Passover, Ex Ch. 11).
The physical manifestation has become a spiritual one.
See also Mt 26:26-28, In 6:48-59, ICo 11:23-29.

Why is this sometimes called communion?
What does communion mean? Is this an accurate word?

44. Prayer
1. Lord’s Prayer, a model - Mt 6:9-13, Lk. 11:2-4.
2. To be done with right motives - Jas 4:3.
3. Without ceasing - ITh 5:17.
4. Of the righteous is powerful - Jas 5:16.

Why do we not recite the Lord's Prayer?
How do we pray without ceasing; we have to work and sleep, right?

For next Lord’s Day, please study & research the following:
45. Music

46. Fellowship

47. Marriage & Divorce

48. Sexual Immorality
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45. Music
1. New Testament Church used only vocal music - Mt 26:30, Eph 5:19, Col 3:16.
2. It is sinful to add to or take from God’s word - Dt 4:2, Rev 22:18-19.
3. Vain worship - Mt 15:9. See also "Authority.”

Why is the mode of music important?
David played instruments, why shouldn't/can't we?

46. Fellowship
1. You will be known by it - Jn 13:34.
See also IIn 1:7.

Are we permitted to withhold the right hand of fellowship from a brother or sister? Explain.

47. Marriage & Divorce
Ezr 10:1-3, Mt 19:8-9 & 5:31-32, Mk 6:16-18, Lk 16:18, Ro 7:1-3, ICo 7:10-11.

What are the basic views on this issue?
Where does the church stand?

48. Sexual Immorality

1. Includes adultery, lust, fornication, homosexuality, incest, bestiality and rape -

Ex 20:14, Dt 22:13-30, 27:20-23, Pr 6:32, Mt 5:28, Ro 1:24 ff, ICo 6:9, Rev 21:8.

Is homosexuality a choice or an orientation? Note the difference in the way this is phrased today.
For next Lord’s Day, please study & research the following:

49. Answers to Difficult Questions
50. Summary and Conclusions
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49. Answers to Difficult Questions
Why does God allow horrible things to happen to good people?
Where was God during the Holocaust? How could this happen?
Is God capable of protecting us in bad circumstances? Why doesn't this happen?
What will God do to those who are feeble-minded at judgment?

50. Summary and Conclusions
*Always keep your Bible Study Guide handy in your Bible as a ready-reference for those times you study
alone or with others.
*Always let God's word speak. Do this by allowing others to read passages for themselves.
*Not all will listen! Don't get hung up on the no's. Just keep on looking for the yes's.

For each new day, please consider the following: ©

I thank you for being a participative and enjoyable group with which to work. Let us all strive together
for the goal: to walk in the light as He is in the light and to go and make disciples of all nations, teaching
others and bringing them to Christ.

To Him be the glory!

For further study, please look at these web sites:
www.churchinchillicothe.com OR www.geocities.com/markhouseholder/index.html
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